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SBI & Whatsapp:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 SBI has officially begun offering WhatsApp banking services to its customers .
Customers can know their account balance and check mini statements on the go via SBI
WhatsApp banking services .
 Recently in July , Open agri network Samunnati has entered into a co - lending partnership
with SBI to expand its outreach to Farmer Producer Organisations ( FPOs ) . SBI Chairman :
Dinesh Kumar Khara.

HDFC Bank:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 HDFC Bank will be among the world's top 10 most valuable banks after its merger with
parent HDFC . The combined market cap of HDFC Bank and HDFC would be around $ 160
billion .
 HDFC Bank is a systemically important bank in India along with SBI and ICICI Bank .
Recently in April , RBI approved HDFC Bank's proposed merger with parent and
mortgage lender Housing Development Finance Corp Ltd ( HDFC ).
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Joint Theatre Commands:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on 24 July 2022 announced the setting up of joint theatre
commands of the tri - services to enhance coordination among the armed forces .
 Each of the theatre commands will have units of the Army , the Navy & the Air Force
and all of them will work as a single entity looking after security challenges in a
specified geographical territory .
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Flag Code of India:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 The Government has amended the Flag Code of India to allow the tricolour to be displayed in
the open & on individual houses or buildings through day & night .
 The provision earlier allowed the flag , when displayed in the open , to be flown from sunrise
to sunset . The Flag Code was earlier amended in 2021 , allowing the use of polyester ,
apart from cotton , wool , silk khadi for making flags .
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Income Tax Day : 24 July:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 Income Tax Day is observed in India every year on July 24 . It was first observed in 2010 to
commemorate 150 years of Income tax in India . On July 24 , 1860 , James Wilson
introduced income tax for the first time in India .
 The Central Board of Direct Taxes ( CBDT ) celebrates this day by organizing several
programmes across the country to promote the payment of taxes . CBDT Chairman : Nitin
Gupta.

Droupadi Murmu:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 Droupadi Murmu to take oath as the 15th President of India today . The oath of the office will
be administered by Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana .
 She will be the first President to be born after Independence and is the youngest to
occupy the top post .
 She is also the first tribal woman candidate and second woman in the country to occupy the
highest constitutional position of India .
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Death of tigers:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 27 tigers have died this year in Madhya Pradesh, known as the state of tigers. A total of
74 tigers have died in the country. These details are contained in the information published
on the website of the National Tiger Conservation Commission.
 Accordingly, in the period from the beginning of this year to July 15, 74 deaths of tigers have
been reported across the country.
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World Drowning Prevention Day : 25 July:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 World Drowning Prevention Day is celebrated annually on 25 July . The United Nations
recognised this day for the global advocacy of drowning prevention with a resolution . The
day was recognised in April 2021 by a General Assembly resolution .
 According to the UN , an estimated 2,36,000 people drown annually , which makes
drowning a major public health problem all around the world .

Monkeypox vaccine:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
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 Monkeypox vaccine , Imvanex has been approved by the European Medicines Agency (
EMA ) for protecting adults from the virus as cases soar globally .
 The vaccine of Bavarian Nordic origin , which is currently used against Smallpox , received
the European nod based on the recommendation of the Committee for Medicinal Products for
Human Use ( CHMP ) , which showed protection against the monkeypox virus .

Wasifa Nazreen:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 Mountaineer Wasifa Nazreen became the first Bangladeshi to scale the second highest
mountain peak K2 in Pakistan . She climbed the 8611 metres or 28,251 feet high K2
mountain peak and returned to the base camp on 22 July 2022 .
 Wasifa Nazreen climbed Mount Everest in 2012 . She is the second woman from Bangladesh
to do so .
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Long March 5B:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)
 China has successfully launched the second space module to its permanent space station
on 24 July 2022 . The 23 - tonne Wentian laboratory module was launched on the rocket , the
Long March 5B .
 The Wentian lab module will enable astronauts carry out scientific experiments , along with
the other lab module . This is the second of the three space modules required for its
permanent space station .
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Global Energy Prize:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)
 Kaushik Rajashekara , an Indian - origin professor at the University of Houston , has won the
prestigious Global Energy Prize for the year 2022 .
 He has won the prize for outstanding contributions to transportation electrification and
energy efficiency technologies while reducing power generation emissions . This award is
given by Global Energy Association in Russia . First awarded : 2003.

Ahmad Nawaf Al - Ahmad Al – Sabah:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 Ahmad Nawaf Al - Ahmad Al - Sabah has been appointed the new Prime Minister of
Kuwait , 3 months after the ex - Kuwaiti government resigned .The Emir of Kuwait Sheikh
Nawaf Al - Jaber issued an Emiri Decree on 19 July 2022 appointing him Prime Minister .
 Former PM Sheikh Sabah Al - Khaled had resigned from the post in April 2022 . Kuwait
Capital : Kuwait City. Currency : Kuwaiti dinar.

World Athletics Championships:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 Neeraj Chopra on 24 July 2022 won a Silver medal in the men's javelin throw event at World
Athletics Championships in Eugene , US .
 Grenadian Anderson Peters won the gold medal with a throw of 90.54 meters .With this win ,
Neeraj Chopra has become the first ever Indian to win a silver medal at World Athletics
Championships .
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Max Verstappen:
(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 Red Bull's Max Verstappen won the French Grand Prix on 24 July 2022 . Verstappen has won
seven races in 2022 - Saudi Arabian GP , Emilia Romagna GP , Miami GP , Spanish GP ,
Azerbaijan GP , Canadian GP , and now the French GP .

Casper Ruud:
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)
 Norway's Casper Ruud won 2022 Swiss Open held in Gstaad , Switzerland on 24 July 2022 .
The Swiss Open is Ruud's 3rd title in 2022 , the other two titles are Buenos Aires and Geneva
Open . Ruud had also won the 2021 Swiss Open title .

Editorial Analysis:
Out of Bounds:
 The Supreme Court has struck the right note by voicing its stern disapproval of the tendency
among some courts to impose unusual conditions for bail. In the case of Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan, the Allahabad High Court had granted interim bail in a ‘land-grabbing’
case, but made regular bail contingent on his fully cooperating with the measuring, walling
and barb-wiring of a piece of property measuring 13.842 hectares.
 The allegation against him is that land vacated by a person who went to Pakistan at the time
of Partition had been “grabbed” and a university built on it by a trust headed by him.
However, in the interim bail order, the District Magistrate, Rampur, was asked to take
possession of the property and, after putting up a boundary wall and barbed wire around it,
deliver it to the Custodian, Evacuee/Enemy Property, Mumbai.
 The top court had taken exception to the proclivity among some judges to venture beyond the
confines of a given case and imposing conditions that went beyond what were necessary to
ensure the presence or attendance of an accused during the trial. It is fairly well-established
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that conditions for grant of bail have specific objectives: preventing the accused from fleeing
justice and precluding any scope for tampering with evidence or influencing witnesses.
These objectives are usually secured by directing them to stay in a particular place and asking
them to record their presence before a police officer or a court at a specified frequency.
Courts are normally not expected to impose any condition that may impinge on other
freedoms of the accused or be too onerous for compliance.
It is not uncommon for bail courts to add some unusual conditions in some cases. Being asked
to do a spell of community service, apologising to victims, reading a moral treatise or
chapters from Mahatma Gandhi’s autobiography are some recent examples.
In 2020, the Madhya Pradesh High Court had ordered a man accused of molesting a woman
to visit the victim at home and agree to her tying a ‘rakhi’, a condition that appalled the
Supreme Court which denounced the attempt to convert a ‘molester’ into a ‘brother’ by
judicial mandate.
The top court’s restatement of its disapproval in yet another case ought to have a salutary
effect on courts below. Similarly, unusually harsh oral observations and the inclusion of
personal opinions in judicial orders are also not unknown. Examples are legion of judges
wading into matters of religion and culture and making controversial remarks.
While sharp observations, whether oral or part of detailed orders, can often help in conveying
a sense of the judicial conscience, their perfunctory use in a manner that undermines public
confidence in the court’s impartiality is best avoided.
A judicial order can be trenchant and temperate at the same time, and it needs no unusual
condition or gratuitous obiter dictum to prop up its reasoning.
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