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September 19 , 2022 

India & Egypt: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh reached Cairo on 18 Sept 2022 on a two - day official visit to 

Egypt. He will hold bilateral talks with Minister of Defence and Defence Production , General 

Mohamed Zaki.  

 An MoU to provide further impetus to enhanced defence cooperation between India and 

Egypt will also be signed . " The two Ministers will review the bilateral defence ties. 

 

Largest bilateral lender: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India has emerged as the largest bilateral lender for Sri Lanka , overtaking China. India has 

provided a total of 968 million US dollars in loans to the island nation in four months of 2022.  

 In the past five years from 2017-2021 , China has been the largest bilateral lender to Sri 

Lanka. India had provided nearly 4 billion dollars in food and financial assistance to Sri 

Lanka. 
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NIT Patna & Huawei: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Telecom Sector Skill Council ( TSSC ) has launched a centre of excellence with Huawei 

Technologies at NIT Patna for capacity building. It will come up under the aegis of 

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.  

 It will cater to roles in information and communications technology , cyber security , An 

MoU has been signed for a period of five years regarding the same. 

 

3 day National Conference: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 A 3 - day National Conference of State Tourism Ministers of the country began in 

Dharamsala on 18 September 2022. Various issues related to the tourism sector including 

the promotion of tourism in India will be discussed at the Conference.  
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 Suggestions of ministers would be taken to prepare the National Tourism Policy. After this , a 

Tourism Policy will be prepared and brought into the Budget Session. 

 

JIMEX: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The 6th edition of the Japan India Maritime Exercise ' JIMEX ' hosted by the Indian Navy 

concluded in the Bay of Bengal on 17 September 2022. 

  This edition marked the 10th anniversary of JIMEX , which began in Japan in 2012. 

The exercise , which commenced on 11 Sept , involved two Phases. 
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Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Maharashtra CM Eknath Shinde has given in - principle nod to a proposal to set up an 

institution on the lines of NITI Aayog. The institution would be set up for comprehensive 

data analysis and to make studied decisions on various sectors.  

 Set up in 2015 , NITI Aayog serves as the apex public policy think tank of the central 

government , & the nodal agency tasked with catalysing economic development. 
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India's first Swachh Sujal: 

(vImportance level-5/5) 

 Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has declared Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands as India's first Swachh Sujal Pradesh. 

 Now , all villages of Andaman and Nicobar Island have been certified as Har Ghar Jal 

and verified as open defecation free. Andaman and Nicobar Islands Lieutenant Governor : 

Admiral DK Joshi. Capital : Port Blair Districts : 3. 

 

Telangana govt: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Telangana CM K Chandrasekhar Rao has announced that the Telangana govt would 

increase reservations to STs to 10 % from the existing 6 %.  

 The state government would also implement Girijana Bandhu scheme for tribals on the lines 

of Dalit Bandhu for scheduled castes in the state. Under this scheme , Rs 10 lakh would be 

given to each tribal family in the state to start their own businesses. 
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Bird sanctuary: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Tamil Nadu government issued an order to set up a bird sanctuary at Nanjarayan 

Tank in Tiruppur district in Sept 2022. Nanjarayan Tank , spread in about 126 hectares 

of land in Tiruppur district , will be the 17th bird sanctuary in Tamil Nadu.  

 Earlier in Dec 2021 , the state government declared the Kazhuveli wetland located near 

Villupuram as the ' Kazhuveli Birds Sanctuary '. 
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Vanessa Nakate: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 25 - year - old Ugandan climate activist Vanessa Nakate has been appointed as the 

newest UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador. She has been recognized by UNICEF for her 

outstanding global advocacy for climate justice for current and future generations.  

 Most recently , UNICEF appointed actress Millie Bobby Brown as its youngest - ever 

Goodwill Ambassador. UNICEF HQ : New York President : Catherine M. Russell. 
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International Red Panda Day : 17 September: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 International Red Panda Day is celebrated every year on the third Saturday of September.In 

2022 , this day falls on 17 September. This day is commemorated to raise awareness about the 

red panda conservation issues.  

 Red pandas are native to the rainy mountain forests of India , Nepal , Bhutan , northern 

Myanmar and central China. This day was first celebrated in 2010. 
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Durand cup: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Bengaluru FC has won its maiden and the 131st edition of the Durand Cup by defeating 

Indian Super League ( ISL ) giants Mumbai City FC. This is the seventh domestic title for 

Bengaluru FC.  

 The 2022 Durand Cup was played across three states for the first time.A total of 47 

matches were played across 3 cities : Kolkata , Guwahati & Imphal from 16th Aug to 

18th Sept 2022. First Durand Cup : 1888. 
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ENC Yatching Championship: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 ENC Yachting Championship was conducted at Visakhapatnam , Andhra Pradesh by the 

Indian Navy Watermanship Training Centre . It was held from 13-18 September 2022. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Era of war is over: 

 Compared to its relatively low-key past, the Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation’s (SCO) Council of Heads of State in Samarkand took place in the cross-hairs of 

international attention.  

 Apart from the SCO’s new agreements on regional engagement, discussions among the eight 

members including four Central Asian states (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan) focused on inducting Iran as a member, broadening the SCO dialogue partners to 

West and South Asia, and on trade, tourism and counter-terrorism in the region.  

 However, more focus was on the bilateral meetings on the sidelines, as this was the first such 

major conference that Russian President Vladimir Putin attended since the Ukraine war, as 

well as part of the first visit abroad by Chinese President Xi Jinping since the COVID-19 

pandemic and Taiwan tensions.  
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s attendance was equally meaningful, given that it was the 

first time he met Mr. Putin since the war, and Mr. Xi since the standoff at the LAC, in 2020. 

This was also the first time he came face to face with Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, 

and speculation was rife that he would hold meetings with India’s adversaries.  

 While the meetings with Mr. Sharif or Mr. Xi did not materialise, western capitals focused on 

his Putin meeting. Mr. Modi’s opening comment to Mr. Putin, that the “era of war” has 

ended, has been read as an “admonition” of Russia’s war in Ukraine.  

 However, it would be wrong to read Mr. Modi’s engagement with Mr. Putin as any kind of 

“public shaming”, but rather an expression of the concern over the war, something that Mr. 

Putin said he understands.  

 A day before, Mr. Putin had also said to Mr. Xi that he understood China’s concerns, 

indicating Russia’s realisation of the need to effect a ceasefire and dialogue. India now comes 

into prominence as Chair of the SCO, and is making preparations for next year’s SCO summit 

ahead of the G-20 summit in New Delhi.  

 India needs to ensure the participation of all SCO members including China and Pakistan, 

despite the tensions, which will entail some diplomatic elbow grease by External Affairs 

Minister S. Jaishankar in the next few months, beginning this week at the UN General 

Assembly.  

 India’s pitch to the SCO for connectivity with the Eurasian region hinges on its development 

of Chabahar port through Iran and traversing U.S. sanctions, while still competing with the 

China-Pakistan backed transit routes through Gwadar.  

 On terrorism, India will have to ensure the SCO walks the talk on building a new consolidated 

list of terrorist groups, an area where it is frequently thwarted by China.  

 Meanwhile, New Delhi will also have to balance its ties, keeping western partners in the Quad 

and other groupings reassured, especially as the polarisation between the U.S.-EU coalition 

and a Russia-China-led combine continues to grow. 

 


