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September 24 , 2022 

ICMR: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Dr Rajiv Bahl has been appointed as Director General of the Indian Council of Medical 

Research ( ICMR ) & Secretary of the Department of Health Research for a period of three 

years.  

 Bahl is currently working at the World Health Organization in Geneva. ICMR is the apex 

body in India for the formulation , coordination and promotion of biomedical research . 

ICMR Founded : 1911. HQ : New Delhi. 

 

NSS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 President Droupadi Murmu conferred the National Service Scheme NSS Awards for 2020-21 

on 24 September. A total of 42 awards were given. 2 Universities , 10 NSS Units , their 

Programme Officers , and 30 NSS Volunteers were awarded.  

 NSS is a Centrally Sector Scheme that was launched in 1969 with the objective of 

developing the personality of the students through voluntary community service. 
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SymphoNE: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Minister for Tourism and Culture G. Kishan Reddy launched the two - day virtual conference 

' SymphoNE ' on 24 September 2022. It is being organized from 24-27 Sept by Ministry of 

Development of North Eastern Region on the occasion of World Tourism Day.  

 It aims to create a roadmap to showcase the unexplored part of North East India and boost the 

tourism Sector in North Eastern Region. 
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RTIS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Indian Railways has announced that it is installing Real - Time Train Information 

System ( RTIS ) , developed in collaboration with ISRO , on locomotives & trains.  

 With this , Train Control will now be able to track the location & speed of RTIS - enabled 

locomotives / trains more closely , without any manual intervention. RTIS devices have been 

installed for 2700 locomotives in 21 electric loco sheds. 
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AIIMS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Central Government on 23 Sept 2022 appointed Dr M Srinivas as the Director of All 

India Institute of Medical Sciences ( AIIMS ) , Delhi.  

 Dr Srinivas who is Dean of ESIC Medical College and Hospital , Hyderabad , will succeed 

Randeep Guleria who has been holding the post since March 2017. His appointment is for a 

period of five years. AIIMS Delhi Established : 1956. First Director : Dr B.B Dikshit. 

 

Gujarat Cattle Control ( Keeping and Moving ) in 

Urban Areas Bill , 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Gujarat government withdrew the Gujarat Cattle Control ( Keeping and Moving ) 

in Urban Areas Bill , 2022. It was aimed at prohibiting the movement of stray cattle on 

roads and public places in urban areas of the state. 

 It mandated that the cattle - rearers were required to o btain a licence to keep animals in cities 

and towns and get them tagged , failing which they they may face imprisonment. 
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Eastern and North - Eastern Zones Dairy 

Cooperative Conclave: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Union Home Affairs and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah will inaugurate the Eastern 

and North - Eastern Zones Dairy Cooperative Conclave at Gangtok in Sikkim on 7 

October 2022. It will be organized by the National Cooperative Dairy Federation of 

India ( NCDFI ).  

 The theme of the conclave is " Resilient Eastern and North - Eastern Zones Dairy 

Cooperatives - Exploring the Challenges and Opportunities ". 
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Assam Government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Assam government will engage 2.5 lakh Jal Doot in the State to create awareness on 

water preservation and related issues. 10 students of 9th to 10th standard would be 

engaged as Jal Doot against each scheme of the Mission.  

 The selected students would undergo a two - day workshop on water , sanitation , and health 

along with community engagement. 
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DGRE: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Indian Army and the Defence Geoinformatics and Research Establishment ( DGRE 

) have jointly installed the Avalanche Monitoring Radar in North Sikkim.  

 The radar , a first of its kind in India , has the capability to detect avalanches within three 

seconds of their trigger and will assist in saving the valuable lives of troops and civilians . 

Apart from avalanches , it can also detect landslides. 
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Hamar Beti - Hamar Maan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Chhattisgarh govt has announced the ' Hamar Beti - Hamar Maan ' campaign in the 

state keeping in mind the concern for women's safety and their empowerment in society.  

 Under this campaign , the girls will be taught about various necessary subjects , including 

their legal rights , good touch - bad touch , and sexual crimes. A helpline number will also be 

issued under the Hamar Beti Hamar Maan campaign. 
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India & Nepal: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India and Nepal have agreed to take forward the Sapta Kosi high dam project through 

further studies. This was decided at the 9th meeting of the Joint Committee on Water 

Resources ( JCWR ).  

 Sapta Kosi High Dam is a multipurpose project proposed to be constructed on the Saptakoshi 

River of Nepal. It is aimed to control floods in south - east Nepal and northern Bihar and to 

generate hydropower. 
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APOA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The apex edible oil industry associations from five major palm oil importing countries of Asia 

have come together to form the Asian Palm Oil Alliance ( APOA ).  

 The countries are India , Pakistan , Sri Lanka , Bangladesh and Nepal. India is Asia's 

largest importer of palm oil , accounting for 15 % of global imports , followed by China 

( 9 % ) , Pakistan ( 4 % ) and Bangladesh ( 2 % ). 
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32 countries: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 32 countries including India have called for urgent and comprehensive reforms in the UN 

Security Council in order to adapt the UN to contemporary world realities.  

 In a Joint Statement , the countries said they stand united as a group of pro - reform like - 

minded States which are determined to work towards a more inclusive , responsive , and 

participatory international governance architecture. 
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Global Clean Energy Action Forum – 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh addressed the Roundtable on " Net 

Zero Built Environment with Connected Communities " in September. It was held at 

Global Clean Energy Action Forum - 2022 , Pittsburgh , US.  

 He called for important actions like a global MoU with respect to enhancing the R & D 

Deployment related to demand - driven solutions to address the challenges of climate change. 
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MotoGP World Championship: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 India will host its maiden MotoGP World Championship race at the Buddh 

International Circuit in Greater Noida in 2023. It will be held from 2023-2024 to 2030-

2031 and will be called the ' Grand Prix of Bharat '.  

 An MoU has been signed for seven years to bring MotoGP to India between Dorna Sports & 

Fairstreet Sports. Riders from as many as 19 countries will participate in the premier event. 

 

Dilip Tirkey: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Dilip Tirkey , a former India hockey captain and member of the gold medal - winning team at 

the 1998 Asian Games , was unanimously elected as Hockey India president on 23 Sept 2022.  

 First time in history , a former sportsperson and an Olympian has been elected as the 

head of Hockey India. Tirkey , 44 , has a record 412 international matches as a defender in 

his career spanning more than 15 years. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Ageing regime: 

 The death of a young Iranian-Kurdish woman while in the custody of the morality police has 

triggered nationwide protests in the Islamic Republic, bringing the clerical regime under 

public pressure yet again.  

 Twenty-two-year-old Mahsa Amini had been detained earlier this month for allegedly 

wearing the hijab (headscarf) in an “improper” way. The authorities attributed her death three 

days later to a heart attack while being trained on hijab rules, but her parents and activists say 

she was beaten to death.  

 The incident triggered widespread anger in a country where state suppression of women’s 

rights and resistance has always been a big political issue. Several cities, including Tehran, 

the capital, and Mashhad, a conservative city that hosts one of Shia Islam’s holiest shrines, 

saw demonstrators chanting slogans against the clerical establishment and women publicly 

burning hijabs.  

 Rights groups say some 36 people, including security personnel, have been killed in seven 

days. These are the most notable mass protests since the 2019 agitations sparked by a rise in 

fuel prices, and a key political challenge for President Ebrahim Raisi, who took office last 

year. As in the past, the regime has made it clear that it would use force to quell the protests, 

with the Revolutionary Guard Corps terming the protesters “traitors” and urging the 

authorities to “crush” them.  
 The mandatory hijab rules were introduced in 1981, two years after the revolution that saw 

the fall of the Pahlavi monarchy and the seizure of power by the Shia clergy. While the 
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Mullahs have since built a system of clerical dictatorship with limited democratic practices, 

two things have remained constant — state-sponsored conservatism and social repression.  

 This model also produced constant tensions between the rulers and the ruled; those tensions 

have become more prominent in recent years as the political experiments to reform the system 

from within failed and economic miseries mounted because of American sanctions. In the last 

25 years, Iranians elected two reformist Presidents for two terms — Mohammad Khatami in 

1997 and Hassan Rouhani in 2013. 

 But they failed to make any substantial reforms in the political system, which is tightly 

controlled by the clerical establishment. The lack of reforms and ballooning economic and 

political pressure often triggered large-scale protests and violent repression — in 2009, 2019, 

and now in 2022.  

 Protests are part of the political culture in democracies. But in a dictatorship that claims the 

legacy of a politico-religious revolution, repeated protests chanting slogans such as “death to 

the dictator” are signs that the Islamic revolution is ageing. Iran’s clergy should learn from 

the social strife and be ready to address the larger problems that its state and society face. 

Currency Pressure: 

 The rupee is yet again facing renewed pressure, along with major peers, as the dollar 

continues to strengthen in the wake of the Federal Reserve’s latest jumbo 75 basis points 

interest rate increase and the U.S. central bank’s unequivocal message that it remains squarely 

focused on taming inflation.  

 The Indian currency weakened past the 81-mark against the dollar for the first time ever in 

Friday’s intraday trade, before ending the week at a new record closing low. The rupee’s slide 

was softened by the Reserve Bank of India’s intervention to smoothen volatility; the 

cumulative impact of such interventions over the 12 months through September 16 have 

shrunk the RBI’s war chest of foreign exchange reserves by almost $94 billion to $545.65 

billion.  

 The fact that the rupee is not alone in depreciating against the dollar can be of little comfort to 

Indian companies reliant on imports of raw materials or services for the smooth functioning 

of their businesses.  

 They are struggling to contend with rising costs at a time when domestic demand is still to 

regain a durable post-pandemic footing. The higher import bill is also bound to add 

inflationary pressures to an economy already beset by persistently elevated inflation and 

further complicates monetary policymakers’ efforts to rein in the price gains.  
 The rupee’s more than 8% depreciation against the dollar so far in 2022, with almost all of the 

weakening having occurred in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on February 24, has 

also largely offset whatever gains that may accrue from the fact that the price of the Indian 

basket of crude oil has now retreated substantially and is close to its pre-war levels.  

 Overseas portfolio investors too have once again turned net sellers of Indian stocks and debt 

in the last two sessions after having resumed their purchases of local assets in August and for 

most of this month.  

 As a result, so far in 2022, FPIs have in total dumped $20.6 billion of Indian equity and debt 

following three straight years of net investments. And the Fed’s projection of further steep 

monetary tightening, of at least another 125 basis points, is only likely to lead to more 

outflows over the last quarter of this year.  

 With the rupee’s real effective exchange rate (REER), or trade-weighted average of its value, 

also signalling that the Indian currency is still overvalued, the RBI’s rate setting panel will 
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have a fine tightrope to walk next week as it battles to restore a semblance of price stability 

without choking growth and by ensuring the rupee does not weaken too sharply. 

 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/

