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BEL & Smiths Detection: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Bharat Electronics Limited ( BEL ) has signed an MoU with UK - based Smiths 

Detection to offer advanced , high - energy scanning systems to the Indian market.  

 As per the MoU , BEL will handle front - end requirements in the market while Smiths 

Detection will provide its expertise & screening technology for the project.  

 The MoU has been signed for a period of 5 years . BEL HQ : Bengaluru. Founded : 1954. 

 

NEP 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Institute of Integrated Learning in Management ( IILM ) University , Greater Noida has 

launched the first National Education Policy ( NEP 2020 ) compliant law school in the 

country.  

 The school has been launched with the approval of the Uttar Pradesh Government and the 

recognition of the Bar Council of India ( BCI ). It has been launched with the aim to elevate 

the legal education system of India. 
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“VentuRISE”: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Karnataka government on 1 September 2022 launched the Global Startup Challenge - " 

VentuRISE ". It aims to reward & support startups in manufacturing and sustainability 

- related sectors.  

 A cash prize of USD 1,00,000 is earmarked for the winners. It is a part of the flagship event 

Global Investors Meet - " Invest Karnataka 2022 " from November 2 to 4 , 2022 in Bangalore. 
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NALSA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Supreme Court judge Justice DY Chandrachud has been nominated as the next 

executive chairperson of the National Legal Services Authority ( NALSA ).The post was 

previously held by the Chief Justice of India UU Lalit.  

 After CJI Lalit's retirement , Justice Chandrachud will take over as the 50th CJI from 

November 2022 . NALSA Objective : to provide free legal services to eligible candidates. 
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NCR: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 In Uttar Pradesh , the ' State Capital Region ' along the lines of the  Delhi - National Capital 

Region ( NCR ) will be developed in Lucknow.  

 It will be developed keeping in mind the future requirements related to urban planning. 

Lucknow and its surrounding districts like Unnao , Sitapur , Rae Bareli , Barabanki & 

Kanpur could be included in the SCR. 
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National Wildlife Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 National Wildlife Day is observed every year on September 4th. NWD encourages 

wildlife lovers to stand up and fight for animals that need a voice, to visit their local zoo and 

donate what they can to make a difference in the lives of our beloved animal friends. 
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Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation has announced the winners of the 64th Ramon 

Magsaysay Award 2022. The awardees are : Sotheara Chhim ( Cambodia ) , Bernadette 

Madrid ( Philippines ) , Tadashi Hattori ( Japan ) & Gary Bencheghib ( Indonesia ).  

 The award is named after Ramon Magsaysay , the 7th president of the Republic of the 

Philippines. It is regarded as " Asia's Nobel Prize " . First awarded : 1958. 
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Quad: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India will host an official - level meeting of the Quad grouping on September 5-6 , 2022 in 

New Delhi. It will be the first such " Senior Officers Meeting " to be held since tensions with 

China over Taiwan have risen. 

 The meeting will review progress of initiatives that were discussed during the Quad 

summit in Tokyo in May 2022. Quad Members : India , Australia , Japan & the US. 

Established : 2007. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Dangers of brinksmanship: 

 The shooting down of a Chinese drone by Taiwan’s military on September 1 has marked a 

new phase in the already simmering tensions across the Taiwan Strait, highlighting the 

growing risks of escalation, even if unintended.  

 Over recent weeks, China’s military has carried out unprecedented military drills surrounding 

Taiwan, following the visit last month of U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. Some 

manoeuvres crossed the median of the Taiwan Strait and were declared by China’s military to 

have also taken place in territorial waters claimed by Taiwan.  

 Taiwan soberly chose not to engage the PLA vessels. In the wake of the drills, the Chinese 

military has subsequently sought to continue asserting Beijing’s territorial claims by sending 

drones into Taiwan’s airspace. Photographs taken up close of Taiwan military personnel were 

subsequently shared on social media, apparently to demonstrate Beijing’s capabilities, but in 

the process raising pressure on Taipei to show a response.  

 Taiwan’s military said it took the decision to shoot down what it called an unidentified 

civilian drone over its airspace in Shiyu Island after delivering several warnings. Shooting 

down a military drone may have elicited a different response from China, which has so far 

played down the incident.  
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 While the Chinese military reportedly has been deploying both military and civilian-use 

drones, so have ordinary residents in Fujian right across the strait, raising the risks of 

miscalculation triggering a serious incident.  
 The deployment of drones has added a further layer of unpredictability to an already tense 

situation. The past month’s developments have certainly served a reminder to the region of 

the fragility of the current status quo, and particularly of China’s willingness to change it.  

 While most observers expect that a Chinese invasion remains too risky a prospect for the 

Communist Party leadership in the immediate future, an unintended escalation no longer 

remains a remote possibility.  

 Most countries, including India, have preferred to stay out of the Taiwan issue, considering 

the One China Policy and the needs of the complicated relations with China. But sooner 

rather than later, they will need to assess the implications to their own security interests of a 

serious crisis.  

 Taiwan’s status as a lynchpin in the global semiconductor industry is a case in point. While 

India’s recent reference to the “militarisation” of the strait is not a reflection of a major 

change in its approach, New Delhi has appeared to show greater willingness to do more with 

Taiwan particularly in the economic realm, such as setting up an alternative base for semi-

conductor manufacturing in India. These are, even if long overdue, steps in the right direction. 

 


