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September 29 , 2022 

Senior advocate R Venkataramani: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The President of India on 28 September 2022 appointed senior advocate R 

Venkataramani as the new Attorney General for India for a period of three years.  

 Mr Venkataramani will replace current Attorney General ( AG ) K K Venugopal whose term 

ends on September 30 , 2022.  

 Earlier , Mukul Rohatgi had declined the Centre's offer to return as the AG. The AG acts as 

the chief legal advisor of the Indian government. 

 

Uttarakhand: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Uttarakhand received the first prize in two categories , for the best adventure tourism 

destination and all - around development of tourism from the Ministry of Tourism.  

 Vice President Jagdeep Dhankar awarded this prize to the State Tourism and Culture Minister 

of Uttarakhand Satpal Maharaj.  

 The awards were presented on the occasion of World Tourism Day which was observed on 27 

September. 
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PFI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The government has declared Popular Front of India and its associates or affiliates or fronts as 

unlawful associations with immediate effect for 5 years.  

 This has been done in exercise of powers conferred by sub - section ( 1 ) of section 3 of 

the Unlawful Activities ( Prevention ) Act , 1967 ( 37 of 1967 ).  

 The associated or affiliates include Rehab India Foundation , Campus Front of India , etc. 
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Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Cabinet has decided to extend the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 

scheme for a further period of 3 months from October to december 2022.This decision 

will benefit 80 crore people.  

 3 lakh 45 thousand crore rupees have been spent on this scheme so far which was launched in 

March 2020. Under this scheme , 5 kg food grain is being provided to eligible beneficiaries 

per month free of cost. 
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World's first planetary defence technology 

demonstration: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 NASA's Double Asteroid Redirection Test ( DART ) - the world's first planetary defence 

technology demonstration - successfully impacted its asteroid target on 26 September. It 

has been termed humanity's first - ever test of planetary defence by NASA.  

 The main objective behind the mission was to redirect the asteroid closer to Didymos , which 

it orbits. NASA HQ : Washington , D.C. 

 

Redevelopment of 3 major railway stations: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Cabinet has approved Indian Railways proposal for the redevelopment of 3 major 

railway stations in the country. These are New Delhi Railway Station , Ahmedabad 

Railway Station and Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus in Mumbai.  

 The redevelopment project involves an investment of ten thousand crore rupees . Minister of 

Railways : Ashwini Vaishnaw. Chairman of Railway Board : V K Tripathi. 
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Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu had the highest numbers of foreign tourist visits , with 

1.26 million & 1.23 million , respectively in 2021 , as per a report by Union Tourism 

Ministry.  

 The report titled ' India Tourism Statistics 2022 ' was released on 27 Sept 2022 by Vice - 

President Jagdeep Dhankhar in New Delhi.  

 Taj Mahal was the most visited ticketed ASI site for domestic tourists as per the report. 

 

DSCI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Premier industry body Data Security Council of India ( DSCI ) established by 

NASSCOM , has appointed its senior vice president Vinayak Godse as the new CEO.  
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 Godse will be taking over from Rama Vedashree who led DSCI for more than six years. 

Godse will be taking over as the CEO from 1 Oct 2022.  

 DSCI Founded : 2008. Founder : NASSCOM. Current Chairman : Rajendra S Pawar. HQ : 

Noida , Uttar Pradesh. 

 

Jammu and Kashmir: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Jammu and Kashmir has received felicitation for its remarkable contribution towards 

achieving 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals ( SDGs ) during last couple of years.  

 Secretary , Mining Department , Amit Sharma , received the honour on behalf of J & K 

government. The felicitation ceremony was followed by panel discussion which was led by 

Union Ministers , Smriti Irani and Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. 
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ASI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 In a first - of - its - kind exploration , the Archaeological Survey of India ( ASI ) has 

found 20 Buddhist caves , ranging from the 2nd Century BC to the 5th Century BC , at 

Madhya Pradesh's Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve. 

 The Buddhist religious artefacts are of the Mahayana sect of Buddhism , and the region has 

been explored for the first time in 84 years. Over 24 Brahmi inscriptions were also found. 
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Chhattisgarh Tourism Board & IRCTC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Chhattisgarh Tourism Board on 27 Sept 2022 ( World Tourism Day ) signed an 

MoU with the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation ( IRCTC ) to promote 

tourist places of the state.  

 Under the MoU , the IRCTC will promote tourist places of Chhattisgarh through its social 

media platform , thereby helping attract travellers from other parts of the country . CM : 

Bhupesh Baghel. Capital : Raipur. 
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CDS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Government appointed former Eastern Army Commander Lt. General Anil 

Chauhan ( Retired ) as the second CDS of India. He will also function as Secretary to the 

Gol , Department of Military Affairs.  

 He was commissioned into the 11 Gorkha Rifles of the Indian Army in 1981. The post of 

CDS has been vacant since the sudden death of India's First CDS Gen. Bipin Rawat in 

December 2021. 

 

Tamiraparani river: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Bengaluru - based Ashoka Trust for Research and the Environment ( ATREE ) ' s 

researchers have initiated the restoration of the Tamiraparani river. The river 

originates from the Pothigai hills of the Western Ghats in Tirunelveli district of Tamil 

Nadu.  

 ATREE has associated with Indian Institute of Human Settlements ( IIHS ) Bengaluru for the 

restoration project named TamiraSES. 
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World Heart Day : 29 September: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Every year on the 29th of September , people all around the world observe World Heart Day 

with the aim of raising awareness of heart illness and the range of cardiovascular diseases.  

 The World Heart Federation and the World Health Organization first celebrated this 

day in the year 2000. The theme for World Heart Day 2022 is " Use Heart for Every 

Heart ". 
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International Day for Universal Access to Information : 28 

September: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In order to raise awareness of the importance of universal access to information , the UN has 

proclaimed 28 Sept as International Day for Universal Access to Information. First time 

celebrated : 2016.  

 The global conference opening ceremony that took place in Tashkent , Uzbekistan , 

launched the 2022 edition of this Day. 2022 Theme : ' Artificial Intelligence , e - 

Governance & Access to Information '. 

 

Duleep Trophy: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Ajinkya Rahane - led West Zone won the 2022 Duleep Trophy title on 25 Sept after defeating 

South Zone by a margin of 294 runs on the fifth and final day of the tournament in 

Coimbatore. Duleep Trophy First edition : 1961-62. 
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AIFF: 

(vImportance level-4/5) 

 The All India Football Federation ( AIFF ) on 27 Sept 2022 launched its grassroots 

football development ( GFD ) scheme in Arunachal Pradesh with an aim to tap , select 

and nurture football talents in the age group of 6 to 12 years.  

 The state government would begin this scheme in 100 schools . Schools with existing 

infrastructure along with a qualified physical training teacher would be given preference. 

 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Talent and recognition: 

 The Centre has decided that awards, prizes and fellowships by various ministries and 

departments need a wholesale relook. The Ministry of Home Affairs, which is executing this 

directive, has moved much beyond its usual remit of awards for police officers and gallantry 

medals and irrupted into the world of scientific and medical research.  
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 India’s scientific ministries recently made presentations to the Union Home Secretary, Ajay 

Bhalla, on awards given to scientists at different stages of their career. They also had to list 

out which were ‘National Awards’ and which were funded out of private endowments.  

 Though a final call is yet to be taken, the quorum — and this consisted of the Secretaries, or 

the heads of each of these ministries — was of the opinion that most awards ought to be done 

away with and ministries could either retain only some of the National Awards or institute 

one or two ‘high status’ awards.  

 The rationale for pruning, Mr. Bhalla has said, follows from a “vision” of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi regarding “Transformation of the Awards Ecosystem”. In 2018, Mr. Modi had 

said that his government had modified the system of the Padma awards and ensured it 

recognised ordinary people doing selfless work rather than well-known personalities who 

repeatedly bag them.  

 The awards, Mr. Bhalla has said, ought to be restricted, and have a transparent selection 

process. Awards and prizes recognise achievement, but in science and medical research, they 

are also meant to spur younger scientists towards loftier, imaginative goals.  

 Unlike in sport — or even gallantry awards — where it is relatively easier to define a set of 

benchmarks and confer medals on achievers, scientific research is open ended, circuitous and 

— as the history of science reveals — punctuated by lucky breaks.  

 It is possible to train talented youth to be Olympians or international cricketers but impossible 

to create an Einstein or a Chandrasekhar. Almost every Nobel Laureate in the modern era has 

won various secondary prizes and recognition in their early career and every year; there is as 

much debate on who was omitted as on the person who won.  

 Recognising early career potential will remain fraught with subjectivity and, with fewer 

awards on offer, could provoke increased discontent. Contrary to the Prime Minister’s vision, 

fewer awards may actually miss many more promising talents and amplify epaulettes to the 

already decorated.  

 Awards cost ministries money but the meeting did not discuss whether cutting costs was a 

factor in the rationalisation. As it is unclear what existing problem the new scheme solves, the 

Centre should reconsider the merits of its proposal. 

Separately together: 

 With the 2024 Lok Sabha election 19 months away, the chorus on Opposition unity is getting 

louder once more. Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar in the last one month has already been 

to Delhi twice, crooning the anthem to bring everyone together.  

 He is not the only one singing this song. Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao has 

travelled to Delhi, Patna and Bengaluru to explore an anti-Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) front. 

The Left parties routinely call for uniting all “secular democratic forces” without really 

spelling out who will come within this bracket.  

 But despite these parleys, the possibility of a 1977-type Opposition alliance is unlikely to 

materialise. At an event organised by the Indian National Lok Dal in Haryana recently, 

several parties came together, but the Congress was pointedly excluded, prompting Mr. 

Kumar to publicly state that no Opposition alliance can be meaningful without it.  

 Samajwadi Party President Akhilesh Yadav is never found wanting in taking on the BJP, but 

is now sceptical about tying up with the Bahujan Samaj Party and the Congress and is very 

hostile to the idea of Mr. Kumar trying to expand his footprint into Uttar Pradesh.  

 The Congress is critical for any Opposition unity and its former President Rahul Gandhi is 

walking from Kanyakumari to Kashmir with the slogan of ‘unite India’. But the party is also 

caught up in a storm of internal politics at the moment.  
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 The Aam Aadmi Party’s National Convenor Arvind Kejriwal is fancying his prospects of 

emerging as the alternative to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and does not want to dilute his 

stakes in a larger formation.  

 The Trinamool Congress (TMC), which is the second largest Opposition party in Parliament, 

has been eerily silent on ‘opposition unity’. West Bengal Chief Minister and TMC chief 

Mamata Banerjee is no longer exhibiting the enthusiasm she showed ahead of the 2019 Lok 

Sabha election.  

 The TMC chose to abstain rather than side with the Opposition in the Vice-Presidential 

election. It is not as if Opposition unity alone can defeat the BJP. In 2019 in Uttar Pradesh, 

the SP and the BSP came together but failed to push back the BJP in the State.  

 Still, State-level partnerships of anti-BJP parties can be more viable than national-level 

attempts. The more these parties try to show unity at the national or multi-State level, the 

more their contradictions show up. Focusing on each State separately, attending to the local 

particularities, might be more useful for these parties. 
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