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January 14, 2022 

Makar Sankranti: 15 January: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Makar Sankranti is a major harvest festival celebrated by Hindus across India. People 

worship the Sun God during it.  

 It is called Sukarat in central India, Magh Bihu by Assamese, Khichdi in Eastern Uttar Pradesh, 

Uttarayanan in Gujarat and Rajasthan, and Thai Pongal or Pongal in Tamil Nadu.  

 Since 1989, the day has been observed as International Kite Festival at Gujarat's Ahmedabad. 

 

Armed Forces Veterans Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh presided over the Armed Forces Veterans Day celebrations 

on January 14, 2023, at Dehradun. He also launched a car sports initiative 'Soul of Steel 

Alpine Challenge' from Dehradun to Gamshali located in Niti Valley. 
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 He dedicated to the nation the Shaurya Sthal developed by the Uttarakhand War Memorial Trust. 

The day was first celebrated on 14 January 2016. 

 

Jindal Steel & Power: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Leading steelmaker Jindal Steel & Power has been awarded the prestigious Golden Peacock 

Award 2022 for its excellence in Corporate Social Responsibility activities in the Steel 

Sector, on 13 Jan 2023.  

 The steelmaker was selected by the Award Jury headed by Former Chief Justice of India M.N. 

Venkatachaliah. The company is now aligned with 16 out of 17 UN Sustainable Development 

Goals (UNSDG). 
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Vande Bharat Express train: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi will flag off Vande Bharat Express train connecting 

Secunderabad with Visakhapatnam on 15 January 2023. The train will be the eighth Vande 

Bharat Express to be introduced by Indian Railways.  

 The indigenously designed train set of Vande Bharat is equipped with advanced safety features 

including an indigenously developed Train Collision Avoidance System-KAVACH. 
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EPFO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Union Minister for Labour and Employment, Forest, Environment and Climate Change 

Bhupender Yadav inaugurated the Regional Office of Employees' Provident Fund 

Organization (EPFO) at Alwar, Rajasthan on 13th January 2023. 

 The opening of the regional office will benefit around 2 lakh workers, 12,000 establishments, and 

8500 pensioners in Alwar and neighboring districts of Bharatpur and Dholpur. 
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IG Drones: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Tech startup firm IG Drones has developed India's first 5G enabled drone capable of 

vertical take-off and landing on 11 Jan 2023. This drone has been named Skyhawk and can 

be used in other areas apart from defense and medicine.  

 It can fly for about five hours with a payload of 10 kg, which is also equipped with capabilities 

like artificial intelligence and thermal imaging. 
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Captain Surabhi Jakhmola: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Captain Surabhi Jakhmola, an officer of the 117 Engineer Regiment of the Indian Army, 

has become the first woman officer the Border Roads Organization (BRO) to be posted on a 

foreign project in January 2023.  

 She has been deployed by BRO under Project Dantak in Bhutan. In order to improve border 

connectivity, BRO was transferred entirely to the Ministry of Defence in 2015. 
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Alibaba Group company Ant Financial: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Alibaba Group company Ant Financial has sold 2 crore shares of Indian Digital Payment 

and Financial Services Company Paytm at Rs 536.95 per share on 12 Jan 2023.  

 Block deal refers to a trade in which 5 lakh shares or shares of a particular company listed on the 

exchange are traded for a value of more than Rs 5 crore. Block deals can only be conducted 

during a particular trading window. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


P a g e  | 8    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  

 

e-BG: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 State Bank of India (SBI) launched e-Bank Guarantee (e-BG) facility in association with 

National e-Governance Services Limited (NeSL) on 12 January 2023. Currently, the bank 

issues these guarantees with physical stamping and wet signatures.  

 The e-Bank Guarantee procedure will be made easier by NeSL's Digital Document Execution 

(DDE) technology, which offers e-Stamp and e-Sign features. 
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India's first center of excellence for online gaming: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Union government announced, on 13 Jan 2023, to set up India's first center of 

excellence for online gaming in Shillong, Meghalaya. It is expected to catalyze 

startups from India's Northeast to build the next-generation online gaming 

ecosystem.  

 The Ministry of Electronics (MeitY) will also set up a state-of-the-art facility under the National 

Institute of Electronics and IT (NIELIT) in Shillong. 
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A.Santhi Kumari: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Senior IAS Officer A.Santhi Kumari was appointed as the new Chief Secretary of 

Telangana in January 2023. She took charge from IAS Somesh Kumar, who was relieved 

from the Telangana government in January 2023.  

 Santhi Kumari is a 1989 batch officer who hails from Andhra Pradesh. She previously served the 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for two years. 
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Gangasagar Mela: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The annual Gangasagar Mela will be held on 14 January 2023 to celebrate Makar 

Sankranti in West Bengal. It is the second largest fair in India after Kumbha lela. 

 Gangasagar is an island in the Ganges delta located on the continental shelf of the Bay of Bengal. 

Although Sagar Island is a part of the Sundarbans, it does not have a tiger habitat or mangrove 

forests, or small river tributaries. 
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Sybil: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Researchers at Massachusetts Institute of Technology have developed and successfully 

tested an Al tool called "Sybil" that effectively predicts lung cancer risk.  

 Sybil can look at an image and predict the risk of a patient developing lung cancer within 6 years. 

The study was published in the Journal of Clinical Oncology. 
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EU's first mainland orbital launch complex: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 European officials and Swedish King Carl XVI Gustaf inaugurated the EU's first mainland 

orbital launch complex in Sweden in Jan 2023. 

 The new facility inaugurated at the Esrange Space Center near the city of Kiruna will 

complement the EU's current launching capabilities in French Guiana. The total number of 

satellites could reach 100,000 by 2040 as compared to the current 5,000. 
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UNMISS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Over 1,000 Indian peacekeepers serving in the United Nations Mission in South Sudan ( 

UNMISS ) were awarded, in Jan 2023, the prestigious United Nations Medal for their 

exceptional service. 

 For the first time, a woman officer of the Indian Army, Major Jasmine Chatha, led the parade of 

the Indian contingent. India is one of the largest troop - contributing countries to UN 

peacekeeping missions. 
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Ebola disease: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 In a statement released by the World Health Organization (WHO), Uganda declared the 

end of the Ebola disease outbreak caused by the Sudan ebolavirus on Jan 11, 2023.  

 Ebola hemorrhagic fever is a rare, severe, and fatal disease in humans. The Ebola virus was first 

discovered in 1976 near the Ebola River in the Congo. The virus is transmitted from wild animals 

to people. 
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Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Brazil's President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva announced Sônia Guajajara as the first 

minister of the new Ministry of Indigenous People in January 2022. 

 Sônia Guajajara is widely known as the leader of the main group of Brazil's indigenous tribes and 

is a member of the Amazon Guajajara.  

 She was also featured in Time Magazine's annual list of the world's 100 most influential people in 

2022. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

The first of the four: 

 Popularly known as the ‘Happy Slam’, the Australian Open has been anything but in recent times. 

Unprecedented bushfires, COVID-19 lockdown restrictions and Novak Djokovic’s unsavoury 

deportation over his unvaccinated status marred the competition in each of the previous three 

years.  

 But come Monday, as the 2023 edition of the tournament gets underway, the season’s first Major 

looks set to regain its free-spiritedness. So unshackled is the atmosphere that even COVID-

positive players can compete, a far cry from the happenings of the last two years. 

  It is expected that the on-court action would march in step, despite the absence of the now-retired 

duo of Roger Federer and Ash Barty, two-time Australian Open women’s singles champion 

Naomi Osaka, and the reigning men’s World No. 1 Carlos Alcaraz.  

 Djokovic’s mere presence makes him the automatic favourite, for Melbourne is to him what Paris 

is to Rafael Nadal. The Serb has won the event nine times, an Open Era record, and was 

undefeated in his last 21 matches at the site.  

 He has also warmed up well by securing the tune-up in Adelaide after saving a match-point in the 

final against Sebastian Korda. Nadal — the top seed, defending champion and a men’s record 22-
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time Major winner — looks underprepared, but as the Spaniard proved in 2022, he is not one to 

be discounted.  

 Among women, all eyes will be on World No.1 and three-time Grand Slam champion Iga 

Swiatek. A disappointing loss to Jessica Pegula in the United Cup and a right shoulder injury may 

have affected her preparations, but the Pole is still the player to beat.  

 Second seed Ons Jabeur, who has emerged as a solid all-court threat, will look for her maiden 

Slam title after finishing as runner-up at the Wimbledon and US Open last year. The 

championship will also be an opportunity for the next rung of players to stake claim as the 

stranglehold of the ‘Big Three’ (Federer, Nadal and Djokovic) will only loosen going forward 

and the women’s game has already moved into the post-Barty, post-Serena Williams era.  

 Daniil Medvedev, the 2021 US Open champion and a two-time finalist in Australia; Casper Ruud, 

runner-up at two of the four Majors in 2022; Stefanos Tsitsipas; and Felix Auger-Aliassime will 

all want to come good. So will the in-form American Pegula, also the third seed; Frenchwoman 

Caroline Garcia; Belarus’s Aryna Sabalenka; and the continuously rising Coco Gauff. 
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