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January 21-23, 2022 

AMPHEX 2023: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Indian Navy carried out a six-day-long mega military exercise along with the Army and 

the IAF near Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh. The largest biennial tri-services amphibious 

exercise AMPHEX 2023 was conducted from 17 to 22 January 2023.  

 The exercise was conducted to review the preparedness of the Indian Navy and the Army during 

the war, national calamities and coastal security enforcement. 

 

 ‘PRALAY’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  
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  IAF is going to conduct exercise 'PRALAY' in Northeast India from 1-5 February 2023. 

The exercise will include a variety of platforms, such as C-130J 'Super Hercules' aircraft, 

Chinook heavy-lift and Apache attack helicopters.  

 The exercise will be conducted in preparation for another Air Force exercise named 'Eastern 

Akash', an annual command-level exercise, to be held in first week of February. 

 

Aska police station: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Aska police station in Ganjam district of Odisha was awarded number one police station. 

The award was given during DGSP/IGSP conference held on 20 Jan'23, in New Delhi. Aska 

station got this title in the annual ranking of police stations for year 2022.  

 Gangapur police station in Odisha's Ganjam was awarded 2nd best. Banbasa station of 

Uttarakhand's Champawat got 3rd place. 
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International Trade Fair of Millets and Organics 

Products: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The 4th International Trade Fair of Millets and Organics Products began on 20 January 

2023 in Bengaluru. The 3-day fair was organized by Department of Agriculture and 

Government of Karnataka. 

 It was a platform for farmers and other stakeholders to explore opportunities in agriculture and its 

allied sectors. India is leading among countries to celebrate 2023 as the International Year of 

Millets. 
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Subhas Chandra Bose: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 23 January 2023 will be celebrated as the 126th birth anniversary of India's freedom fighter 

Subhas Chandra Bose. He was born on January 23, 1897, at Cuttack in Odisha and his 

birthday is being celebrated as 'Parakram Divas' (day of valor) since 2022. 

 In 1923, he was elected the President of the All India Youth Congress and was elected President 

of the Haripura Congress Session in 1938. 
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CGHS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 In a bid to provide more hospital options for patients, the government is considering 

allowing Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS) beneficiaries to avail treatment at 

hospitals empaneled with the flagship Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 

Yojna (AB-PMJAY).  

 The National Health Authority (NHA) is in the process of integrating the Central Government 

Health Scheme (CGHS) with Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM). 
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Himachal Pradesh government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Himachal Pradesh government intends to make the state as the first Green Energy 

State by the end of 2025 by harnessing hydro, hydrogen and solar energy and switching to 

green products. 

 The State is projected as a Power State in the Country and under the visionary leadership of Chief 

Minister Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, the state government is resolute to promote, develop 

and harness optimally, the huge energy potential of the State. 
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UNESCO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma announced that the Centre has nominated the 

maidams of Ahom Kingdom in Charaideo to seek a UNESCO World Heritage Site tag.  

 The historic maidams of Ahom Kingdom in Charaideo were chosen out of 52 sites for the 

UNESCO World Heritage Site tag. 
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 ‘School of Eminence’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann launched the ‘School of Eminence’, an ambitious 

project of the Punjab government.  

 CM Bhagwant Mann noted that it is a revolutionary step towards ensuring a bright future for 

students. The Punjab government fixed a budget of Rs 200 crore for the ‘School of Eminence’ 

project. 
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Kerala‘s Wayanad: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Kerala‘s Wayanad becomes the first district in the country to provide basic documents and 

facilities such as Aadhaar cards, ration cards, birth/death certificates, election ID cards, 

bank accounts and health insurance to all tribespeople.  

 Apart from the basic documents, other services such as income certificates, ownership 

certificates, age certificates, and applications for new pensions are also provided at the camps. 
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MahaMetro: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Maharashtra Metro Rail Corporation (MahaMetro) has announced that the 

Commissioner of Metro Railway Safety (CMRS) will inspect a stretch of the Pune Metro in 

February, and clearances are expected in March. 

 This line features India’s deepest underground station, which will be ready in a few months at the 

Civil Court and measures 33.1 metres (108.59 feet) in depth. 
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Chris Hipkins: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 New Zealand's former COVID-19 response minister Chris Hipkins will replace Jacinda 

Ardern as Prime Minister. Ardern has announced her resignation from the post of PM after 

completing 3 years in her second term. 

 Hipkins will take over as the country's 41st prime minister. Besides holding the education 

portfolio, Hipkins is also minister for police and public service, and leader of the House. 

 

Medical emergency: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Medical emergency was declared following reports of children dying of malnutrition and 

other diseases caused by illegal gold mining.  

 Purpose of declaration is to restore health services for Yanomami people. Government had also 

announced food packages. Yanomami territory is Brazil's largest indigenous reservation 

bordering Venezuela. 
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UNESCO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Charaideo Moidams is India's nomination for UNESCO's world heritage site status in the 

cultural category. Site of Moidams-the Mound-Burial System of the Ahom Dynasty in 

Charaideo district of Assam is the nomination to UNESCO.  

 Moidams (or Maidams) represents the late medieval (13th-19th century CE) mound burial 

tradition of the Tai Ahoms in Assam, which lasted almost 600 years. 
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Anik Dutta: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Anik Dutta directed film Aparajito (The Undefeated) got the best scriptwriting award. 

Ketaki Narayan was declared the best actress for her role in Krishnendu Kalesh directed 

film Prappeda (Hawk's Muffin). 

 The awards were given during Asian Film Competition section at the 21st Dhaka International 

Film Festival (DIFF) held in Bangladesh. Ikkei Watanabe from Japan got the best actor award. 
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Cyclone- I: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The first joint exercise between the special forces of the Indian and the Egyptian Army, 

‘Exercise Cyclone – I‘ started on 14 January at Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, said the Ministry of 

Defence.  

 The exercise aims to bolster defence co-operation between the two countries and focus on sharing 

professional skills and interoperability of special forces in desert terrain while undertaking 

counter terrorism, reconnaissance, raids and other special operations. 
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Justice AK Sikri: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Justice AK Sikri appointed Administrator of Shooting World Cup 2023. Retired Supreme 

Court Judge, A.K.Sikri has been appointed by the Delhi High Court as Administrator to 

manage the use of funds for the ISSF Shooting World Cup in 2023. 

 The world cup will take place in March 2023 in Bhopal. According to the court, the administrator 

can enlist the services of any athlete of his choosing who has competed at the national or 

international level in shooting. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Aging factory: 

 The last time China’s population saw a decline was in 1961, in the midst of a devastating four-

year famine following Mao’s failed “Great Leap Forward” campaign. The latest decline in 

population, however, is no blip.  

 The shrinking of the world’s most populous country by as much as 8,50,000 in 2022 marks a 

watershed moment with lasting consequences for China and the world. Beijing announced on 

January 17 that births in China last year dropped by more than 10% to 9.56 million, with 10.41 

million deaths.  

 The 1.411 billion population will certainly be overtaken by India’s this year. China’s population 

story holds lessons for countries that have tried robust interventions in social engineering. China 

has spent the greater part of two decades trying — and failing — to get families to boost birth 

rates that have been declining since the government introduced a harsh “one-child policy” in 

1980.  

 The belated introduction in 2016 of a “two-child policy” to course correct was not met with the 

enthusiasm that planners had expected for a relaxation announced with fanfare. A government 

survey found that 70% would not have more children citing financial reasons.  

 China’s economy is already feeling the impact of demographic change. The 16-59 working age 

population (2022), was 875 million, a decline of around 75 million since 2010. Wages are rising, 

and labour-intensive jobs are moving out, predominantly to Southeast Asia. The above-60 

population, meanwhile, had increased by 30 million to 280 million.  
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 The number of elderly will peak at 487 million by 2050 (35% of the population). China’s 

National Working Commission on Ageing estimates spending on health care for the elderly will 

take up 26% of the GDP by 2050.  

 Signs are China is already on track to follow Japan’s example of a prolonged period of a 

shrinking workforce with declining growth. As a paper from Japan’s Research Institute of 

Economy, Trade and Industry pointed out, the proportion of child and elderly populations in 

China as of 2020 was similar to Japan’s in 1990.  

 Moreover, China reached this inflection point faster, with its fertility rate falling from 2.74 to 

1.28 in the preceding four-decade period, while Japan’s fell from 1.75 to 1.29. The paper pointed 

out that India’s proportion of child and elderly population in 2020 was similar to China’s in 1980, 

just when its economic boom took off.  

 That was made possible only by making the most of its demographic dividend by investing 

heavily in health care and education to fashion a workforce capable of powering what would 

become the world’s factory. 

Election bugle: 

 Meghalaya, Nagaland and Tripura in the northeastern region of India will elect new Assemblies 

in February. The Bharatiya Janata Party’s stakes are the highest as it seeks to retain power in 

Tripura and continue to be a key partner of the main ruling entities in the other two States. 

  The BJP is in alliance with Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma’s National People’s Party (NPP) in 

Meghalaya and Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio’s Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) 

in Nagaland.  

 The Congress, once the main party in the northeast, is struggling, wiped out in Nagaland, trying 

to stay afloat in Tripura, and raided by the Trinamool Congress (TMC) in Meghalaya. Regional 

parties in the northeast tend to align with the ruling party at the Centre, and the BJP has expanded 

its footprint in the region considerably in recent years. A BJP victory in 2018 ended more than 

two decades of Left Front rule in Tripura.  

 However, being in power has not been easy; its first Chief Minister, Biplab Kumar Deb, was 

replaced with Manik Saha, a dental surgeon, in 2022, an effort to reverse the decline in the party’s 

popularity.  

 The emergence of the Tipra Motha, a regional party that swept the Tripura Tribal Areas 

Autonomous District Council polls in April 2021 has changed the dynamics in 20 Assembly seats 

in its area.  

 A Left-Congress alliance is also possible. TMC leader and West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee has been trying to gain a foothold in the northeast, but with limited success. In 

Meghalaya, 12 Congress MLAs defected to the TMC in 2021, but its stock has been depleting 

since.  

 The TMC is viewed as a Bengali party in the State, where regional sentiments are strong. The 

party has some patches of influence in the Garo Hills of the State. In Nagaland, the BJP has 

announced a pre-poll alliance with its current partner the NDPP; in Meghalaya, the BJP and NPP 
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are not only contesting separately but also calling each other names. Alliances in the State are 

usually forged after the elections.  

 The NPP is facing accusations of corruption, and is being overly influenced by Assam Chief 

Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, the BJP’s pointsman for the northeast. As usual, indigenous 

groups in Nagaland have threatened to boycott the polls, pressing various demands. A demand for 

the creation of Frontier Nagaland being raised by the Konyak Union, an apex tribal body is a new 

18lavor of the season. The BJP is likely to continue with its innovations in dealing with 

regionalism while the Opposition’s capacity to sustain will be tested in these elections. 

Trade winds: 

 December 2022 marked the steepest fall in two years for India’s goods exports, with products 

worth $34.5 billion shipped out — 12.2% lower than a year ago. This was the second time in 

three months that shipments dropped year-on-year and top Commerce Ministry officials sought to 

calm nerves by citing the global headwinds that were posing challenges for Indian merchandise.  

 These include the clouds of recession blowing through Europe and the U.S., the COVID-19 

situation in China and a reversion towards protectionism in some markets. To be clear, a high 

base effect also played a role in exaggerating the year-on-year export dip in December.  

 December 2021 had clocked the second highest exports (worth $39.3 billion) in 2021-22, when 

India’s goods shipments crossed a record $422 billion. The world’s trade dynamics have been 

altered since then, as the momentum swung from a strong post-pandemic pent-up rebound to a 

stuttering growth trajectory amid soaring inflation and geopolitical muddling, with the Ukraine-

Russia conflict counting as only one of the many shocks to the global economy through 2022.  

 Amid these tumultuous times, a month-on-month reading of export trends is perhaps a better way 

to gauge the situation. For now, December’s export numbers, even if lifted by the last batches of 

pre-holiday festive shipments reaching their destined shores, hold up well on this front vis-à-vis 

October and November’s initial trade estimates. The other silver lining is that imports also 

contracted 3.5% in December, the first such instance since November 2020, although they 

remained flat sequentially at around $58.2 billion.  

 For the first nine months of 2022-23, India’s goods exports are still 9.1% higher than a year ago, 

slightly lower than the 11.1% rise recorded till November 2022. Some agencies expect the global 

recession to hit demand for Indian goods far harder in the current quarter so much so that the full 

year could still end up with a shrinkage in exports.  

 In December itself, new export orders grew at the slowest pace in five months as firms struggled 

in key export markets, as per the S&P Global India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers Index. 

The latest data on U.S. retail sales signal the sharpest slump in 12 months even as industrial 

output has tanked, signalling that demand for finished goods or inputs is set to slacken further in 

India’s top export destination.  

 With China reopening, competition is expected to intensify even as demand shrinks. Some recent 

government moves such as fixing glitches in a duty remission scheme for exports and lifting 

curbs on iron ore shipments have helped, but more macro- and swifter micro-policy actions are 

warranted to keep the export engine chugging. 
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Necessary pushback: 

 The Supreme Court collegium has done well to push back against the Union government’s 

attempts to block the appointment of some advocates as High Court judges.  

 The three-member collegium, which makes recommendations for High Court appointments, has 

reiterated its decision to elevate lawyers Saurabh Kirpal to the Delhi High Court, R. John Sathyan 

to the Madras High Court and Somasekhar Sundaresan to the Bombay High Court.  

 As it dealt in detail with the objections raised by the Centre in each individual case, the motives 

behind the government’s ongoing contestation with the judiciary over appointments to 

constitutional courts stand exposed.  

 Communications between the collegium and the Centre offer a glimpse into the untenable nature 

of the government’s objections to proposed appointees, making it abundantly clear how badly the 

current regime wants to control judicial appointments.  

 If the objection based on a candidate’s sexual orientation smacks of a medieval-minded 

ideological bias, the effort to stall the elevation of a couple of advocates based on their social 

media activity exposes a mindset that sees appointments to the higher judiciary as a system of 

spoils meant for political loyalists.  

 As the collegium has pointed out, neither the sexual orientation of Mr. Kirpal nor the airing of 

political views by the other two advocates will impinge on their suitability or integrity.  

 The government appears to think that potential candidates for judicial appointments should not 

have political views of their own, or that a tendency to make their views or opinion known will 

amount to a possible bias in their functioning as judges. Nothing can disprove this more than the 

fact that there are other names — to which the government seems to have no objections — that 

are closely associated with political parties.  

 Indeed, one can say that the history of judicial appointments is replete with instances of 

government law officers, who invariably enjoy the confidence of the political leadership at the 

Centre or the States, and lawyers who represent political leaders being offered positions on both 

the Supreme Court and High Court Benches.  

 The objection based on sexual orientation is particularly appalling, as it is contrary to the 

constitutional position against discrimination based on sex or sexual preferences. The viewpoint 

that the collegium system of appointments is flawed as it is opaque and tends to reduce the zone 

of consideration is valid.  

 However, the manner in which the current regime is seeking to filter out candidates who, it 

suspects, may not further its political agenda will surely give the impression that allowing any 

sort of government interference will pose a threat to judicial independence. 
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