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January 5, 2023 

Kolkata Book Fair & Spain: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Spain is going to be 46th International Kolkata Book Fair's theme country. The book 

fair will be organised by Publishers and Booksellers Guild.  

 The fair will be held from Jan 31 to Feb 12, 2023 at the Central Park Mela Ground, which has 

been newly named Boimela Prangan, in Salt Lake near Kolkata.  

 For the first time, rare 'punthis' (old handwritten manuscripts) of Bengal will be exhibited. 

 

Education of Agniveers: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Skill Development and 

Entrepreneurship, and all three Services have signed MoUs with various stakeholders. 

 They aim to facilitate the continued education of Agniveers while serving in the Armed 

Forces.  

 Under these MoUs, suitable 12th Class certificates and Bachelor's degrees will be awarded to 

the Agniveers. 
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Doda district administration: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Jammu and Kashmir's Doda district administration launches e-library Doda district 

administration has launched e-library to benefit thousands of students of the district.  

 It will provide them notes and study material prepared by the best subject matter specialists in 

the district.  

 The feat has been achieved under the ADBHUT Doda campaign of the district. The library 

will help students clear their doubts / concepts when schools reopen after winter vacations. 
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382 MW Sunni Dam Hydro Electric Project: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Union cabinet on 4 January 2023 approved the investment for the 382 MW Sunni Dam 

Hydro Electric Project. The project is being developed by Sutlej Jal Vidyut Nigam 

limited on Sutlej river in Shimla and Mandi districts of Himachal Pradesh.  

 The project, on completion, is expected to generate 1,382 million units of electricity annually. 

Foundation of project was laid on 27 December 2021. 
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BIND Scheme: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Broadcasting Infrastructure and Network Development scheme launched. The 

Broadcasting Infrastructure and Network Development (BIND) scheme is worth over 

2,500 cr. 

 It will focus on expanding and upgrading the infrastructure of Prasar Bharati, improving 

digital content and distribution network.  

 The BIND scheme will increase the coverage of AIR FM transmitters in the country to 66% 

by geographical area and 80% by population, up from 59% and 68%, respectively. 
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Wall of Peace Mural: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Wall of Peace Mural opens in Kerala. The Wall of Peace is a great work of modern 

mural art on the 700 footlong compound wall of Government Vocational School at 

Cherpulassery. 

 The mural, in dimmed golden shade done with cement and sand on the 10ft high wall, has 

won many accolades, including the Eurasia World Record for the largest public art project. 

The word 'peace' has been embossed on the Wall of Peace in 250 world languages. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

6 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

 

'Best Police Units': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Maharastra: Jalna and Nagpur Police win 'Best Police Units' award. Jalna district 

police and Nagpur city police have bagged the 'Best Police Unit' awards for 2021 in the 

state under different classes.  

 They won award for maintaining law and order, use of modern technology, evolving 

community policing and administration.  

 The Jalna police got the award in 'Class A' and the Nagpur police in 'Class B'. In Class A, 

Raigarh police got 2nd best police unit award. 
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NGEL & HPCL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 NTPC Green Energy Ltd (NGEL) signed an agreement with Hindustan Petroleum 

Corporation Ltd (HPCL) for the development of renewable energy-based power 

projects for HPCL Refineries and other Business Units on 4 January 2022.  

 This MoU marks the first step for NGEL and HPCL to collaborate and cooperate in the field 

of the development of Renewable Energy projects. 
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Manohar Parrikar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Union Cabinet gave ex-post facto approval for the naming of Greenfield 

International Airport Mopa in Goa after Manohar Parrikar.  

 As Manohar International Airport is a mark of tribute to former Defence Minister and four-

time Goa Chief Minister(Manohar Parrikar).  

 He was awarded Padma Bhushan posthumously in Jan 2020. Manohar International Airport is 

the 2nd airport in Goa after Dabolim airport. 
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Kuldeep Singh Pathania: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Senior Congress leader and five time MLA Kuldeep Singh Pathania from Bhatiyyat is 

all set to be the next speaker of the Himachal Assembly. He will be the 18th Speaker of the 

Himachal Legislative Assembly.  

 He was elected to the Assembly in 1985, 1993, 2003, 2007, and 2022. The first session of the 

14th Himachal Pradesh legislative Assembly started on 4 Jan'23 in the state capital Shimla. 

 

 ‘Ganga Vilas’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 
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 PM Modi will launch the world's longest river cruise, "Ganga Vilas" from Varanasi, 

Uttar Pradesh to Dibrugarh (Assam) on 13 January 2023. 

 It will make stops at more than 50 significant architectural locations including World Heritage 

Sites, as it will travel through rivers of India and Bangladesh.  

 The Uttar Pradesh government was striving to improve the amenities for visitors to Varanasi. 

 

National Green Hydrogen Policy: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Union Cabinet headed by PM Modi on 4 January 2023 approved the National 

Green Hydrogen Policy, which aims to make India a Global Hub for producing, 

utilizing, and exporting Green Hydrogen and its derivatives. 

 The initial outlay for the Mission is Rs.19,744 crores. The aim of the National Hydrogen 

Mission is to enable India to meet its climate change target of net zero carbon emission by 

2070. 
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FAME India: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 50 electric buses launched in Delhi with support under the FAME India Phase II scheme 

of the Ministry of Heavy Industries on 2 January, 23. In 2019, the government approved 

Rs 10,000cr for a period of 3 years. 

 The Government formulated a Scheme FAME India (Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of 

Hybrid and Electric Vehicles) in 2015, to improve the infrastructure required for the large - 

scale use of electric vehicles. 

FAME India-Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles in India (FAME-

India). 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

12 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
   

 

"VIRAASAT”: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The second phase of the Sari Festival "VIRAASAT"-Celebrating 75 handwoven Saris of 

India is being held from 3rd to 17th January 2023 at Handloom Haat, Janpath, New 

Delhi.  

 The Sari Festival VIRAASAT is organized by the Ministry of Textile. A social media 

campaign has also been launched under a common hashtag #MySari My Pride to support the 

Indian handloom weavers. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

13 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

 

UN - Habitat's World Habitat Awards 2023: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Odisha government's slum improvement and land titling program, JAGA (Odisha 

Liveable Habitat Mission) Mission has won the UN - Habitat's World Habitat Awards 

2023.  

 This award is given by World Habitat, a United Kingdom-based organization, in partnership 

with UN-Habitat every year. It aims to make Odisha the first state in India to be slum - free 

by the end of 2023. 
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SFSS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik directed the distribution of 5kg of rice per month free of 

cost to beneficiaries of the State Food Security Scheme (SFSS) for the next one year, on 

4 January 2023. 

 The Odisha government launched its own State Food Security Scheme on 2 October 2018 for 

those poor people who were not covered under the National Food Security Act 2013. 
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Green Climate Fund: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Tamil Nadu is setting up Green Climate Fund worth Rs 1000 crore with a greenshoe 

option of another Rs 1000 crores. Fund will be created for a period of 10 years, subject 

to extension of another 2 year.  

 It will support climate change initiative, mitigation and greening projects. The fund will 

mobilize necessary resources from development finance institutions, international climate 

funds etc. 

 

‘Virovore’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The first known "virovore" -an organism that eats viruses, has been found. The 

breakthrough has been made by John DeLong and his team.  

 Scientists found that a species of Halteria-who are microscopic ciliates that populate 

freshwater throughout the world. It can eat huge numbers of infectious chloroviruses that 

share their aquatic habitat. 
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India & France: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India and France took stock of their overall security cooperation during a high-level 

dialogue on Jan 5, 2023. 

 National Security Advisor Ajit Doval led the Indian delegation while the French delegation 

was led by Diplomatic Advisor to the French President, Mr. Emmanuel Bonne. The last 

edition of the Strategic Dialogue was held in November 2021 in Paris. 
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EU: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Sweden will take over the Presidency of the Council of the European Union (EU) for the next 

6 months on 1 January 2023.  

 The Swedish presidency will be the last in the French, Czech Republic, and Sweden trio 

that holds the presidency for the 18-month period from 2022 to mid-2023.   

 Since joining the EU in 1995, Sweden has held the presidency in 2001 and 2009. It is one of 

the members of the EU. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Mixed signals: 
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 Recent macro-economic data, including the official Index of Eight Core Industries for 

November and S&P Global’s survey-based Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) for the 

manufacturing and services sectors for December, offer mixed signals on the underlying 

momentum in the economy.  

 The government’s provisional data show that output across the core industries, spanning coal 

to electricity, grew by an average 5.4% year-on-year in November. Double-digit expansions 

in cement, coal, electricity and steel led the index higher.  

 However, on a sequential basis, contractions in six of the eight sectors, including in the 

heavyweight sectors of electricity and refinery products, which together represent almost half 

the index, kept average core output unchanged.  

 While electricity output shrank 2.1% from October, refinery products contracted by 3.1% 

sequentially. Only production of coal and cement expanded both year-on-year and month-on-

month, signalling that non-power demand for coal and construction activity may have begun 

gaining some traction in the third fiscal quarter.  

 The uptrend in cement is heartening as consumption of the key building material spans the 

job-intensive housing and infrastructure segments and, if sustained, could help undergird 

broader economic momentum.  

 The 12.3% year-on-year and 15.1% sequential expansion in coal output is also a positive 

augury as it indicates an improvement in availability of the fuel to fire captive power plants 

and furnaces in the crucial process and metal-making industries.  
 Separately, the more up-to-date December PMI data show that manufacturing momentum 

strengthened appreciably as businesses reported the fastest rise in new orders since February 

2021.  

 The private survey of purchasing managers at about 400 manufacturers signalled that average 

output growth across these firms hit a 13-month high last month, with the PMI reading of 

57.8 pointing to the strongest sectoral expansion since October 2020.  

 Producers of goods stepped up hiring to help them meet a backlog of orders. And though the 

increase in jobs was the slowest since September, employment across the sector rose for a 

tenth straight month reflecting the heightened optimism among manufacturers.  

 The PMI survey shows that overall output charge inflation across the private sector has 

intensified, with manufacturers reporting inflation in selling prices outpacing gains in input 

costs for the first time in almost two-and-a-half years. Policymakers can ill-afford to drop 

their guard on inflation at this stage. 

Gaming and gambling: 

 The Union government’s proposed measures for regulating online gaming in a draft 

amendment to the Information Technology (Intermediary Liability and Digital Media Ethics 

Code) Rules, 2021 leave several questions unanswered.  

 Some of these proposed measures, such as the establishment of a self-regulatory body, 

collection of know-your-customer (KYC) information from players, and appointment of a 

grievance officer within the company, are already in place.  

 These are moves that industry bodies representing such companies have encouraged. States 

such as Tamil Nadu want much stricter regulation of the sector than what is being proposed 

by the Centre in the draft, particularly for gambling with real money.  

 The Centre’s draft remains ambiguous on the question of whether States can have additional 

restrictions. So far, the industry has staved off several bans by mounting legal challenges 

arguing that they offer games of skill and not those purely dependent on chance — a tenuous 

distinction for real money gaming.  
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 Still, games that require wagering are outlawed in the physical form under the colonial Public 

Gambling Act, 1867 or States’ own gambling laws. A clear answer should come from the 

Union government on whether States are empowered to prohibit these games online as they 

do offline.  

 While the gaming industry has huge potential as an economic driver of growth in India, there 

is strong case for robust regulation. Of skill or of chance, all online games impact individuals 

and society, in the short and the long term.  
 The government has indicated that the definition of an ‘online game’, which is limited in the 

draft amendment to wagering platforms, may be expanded in future to include all games 

broadly. Societies around the world have grappled with the effects of video games on young 

players, and the addictive cycles that some gamers can get stuck in; China, for instance, has 

limited the number of hours that young gamers are allowed to play daily, after which they are 

locked out for the day.  

 Care and restraint must be exercised when pondering similar steps in India, lest the 

government introduces uncertainty for both small domestic game developers and large 

international studios with Indian audiences.  

 The government has said the goal is to facilitate the industry and not hinder its growth. It has 

also indicated that in future, it will try to curb “violent, addictive or sexual content” in video 

games. There should be widespread public consultation to ensure that economic rights, 

individual freedoms, and social imperatives remain in balance. 
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