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SKO & BPCL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL), a Maharatna and a Fortune Global 500 

Company, has announced the launch of Low Smoke Superior Kerosene Oil (SKO) for the 

Indian Army in Jammu.  

 BPCL has emerged as the first OMC to commence the supply of the new LSLA grade SKO 

supplies to the Army, which will go a long way in improving the serving environment and 

alleviate the issues related to smoke and smell in use of SKO. 

 

Minister Parshottam Rupala: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Union Minister for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, and Dairying Parshottam Rupala 

inaugurated 29 Mobile Veterinary Units (MVU) and a Centralized call center in 

Thiruvananthapuram.  

 It is a major step for benefit of the livestock farmers in Kerala. 
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Kevin McCarthy: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 California Republican Party Chairman Kevin McCarthy has been elected Speaker of the 

US House of Representatives. Divided Republicans held 15 rounds of voting over four days 

to choose the speaker. 

 And McCarthy, 57, was elected as Washington's top legislator with 216 votes. 
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Pranesh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Pranesh, a 15-year-old school student from Karaikudi, Sivagangai district, has won the 28th 

Chess Grandmaster title of Tamil Nadu.   

 It is also noteworthy that he has won silver in the Commonwealth tournament, gold in the Asian 

chess tournament and bronze in the under-16 international chess tournament. 
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Khelo India Youth Games: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Madhya Pradesh is hosting the fifth edition of the Khelo India Youth Games. It will be held 

from 30th January to 11th February. In this tournament, 13 days in eight different cities, 

six thousand players will showcase their skills. 

 In that context, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan will unveil the logo, torch and anthem of 

Gallo India Youth Games-2022 in a colorful program at Shaurya Smarak in Bhopal. 
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Belinda Clark: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Australia’s Belinda Clark has become the first female cricketer to have a statue cast in her 

honour, a bronze sculpture of the trailblazing former captain unveiled outside Sydney 

Cricket Ground.  

 Clark played 15 tests and over 100 limited over matches between 1991-2005, and became the first 

cricketer to score a double-hundred in one-day internationals when she made an unbeaten 229 

against Denmark in 1997. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

A brief respite: 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin’s decision to observe a 36-hour ceasefire on the front line in 

Ukraine comes at a time when his troops are struggling to cope with a series of battlefield 

setbacks and mounting casualties.  

 The Kremlin’s version is that it ordered the ceasefire, from Friday noon till Saturday midnight, as 

Orthodox Christians in both countries celebrate Christmas on January 7. Ukraine has questioned 

Russia’s sincerity, saying the Kremlin would use the pause in fighting to replenish and rearm its 

forces and move more soldiers to the line of contact.  

 Yet, if observed by both sides, this would be the first ceasefire on the entire front line since the 

war began on February 24 last year. Mr. Putin’s move appears more like a sign of weakness than 

any serious push for peace.  

 On New Year’s day, Russia lost at least 89 soldiers when Ukraine targeted the eastern city of 

Makiivka where hundreds of troops were temporarily stationed. In Bakhmut, the eastern city that 

has been under attack for six months, Ukraine says its troops pushed back the Russians.  

 Russia, which made some territorial gains in the early phase of the war, has been struggling to 

build battlefield momentum ever since Ukraine, armed and bankrolled by the collective West, 

started its counter-offensive in late August.  

 Ukraine recaptured swathes of territories from Russia, including much of the Kharkiv Oblast in 

the north-east and Kherson city in the south. Faced with battlefield setbacks, Gen. Sergey 

Surovikin, the new commander for the war, changed strategy — he redirected the offensive focus 
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towards Donetsk, started building stronger defence lines across the vast front line, and launched a 

heavy bombardment campaign targeting Ukraine’s critical energy infrastructure.  

 The air strikes have partially damaged Ukraine’s energy grid and disrupted power and water 

supplies to millions, but they have not changed the ground reality. If Ukraine survives winter, 

fighting could pick up pace.  

 The U.S. and Germany have already announced that they would send Patriot missile systems to 

Ukraine. The U.S., France and Germany would also be sending armoured vehicles, to better 

prepare Kyiv for the coming land war.  

 Cornered in the war theatre, Mr. Putin might come under enhanced pressure to escalate the 

conflict. But continuing this war will be costly for all sides. 

  If the ceasefire holds for 36 hours, Mr. Putin should extend it further and seek dialogue, without 

preconditions, with both Ukraine and its backers in the West. The temporary truce should be the 

beginning of a lasting one. 

Tame, not lame: 

 Come Pongal and many parts of Tamil Nadu are alive with preparations for jallikattu, a 

traditional sport involving bulls. On December 8, a five-member Constitution Bench of the 

Supreme Court reserved its verdict on a batch of pleas challenging the Tamil Nadu law allowing 

jallikattu.  

 The court is expected to give its judgment before the commencement of this year’s event, which 

goes on for nearly four months in various parts. It is likely to rule on the validity of the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Tamil Nadu Amendment) Act, 2017, which does not talk of 

the “taming of bulls” while giving legal sanction to jallikattu.  

 Though the traditional sport was not allowed for a few years thanks to the apex court’s ruling in 

May 2014, the demand for its revival assumed serious proportions soon after the death of Chief 

Minister Jayalalithaa in December 2016.  

 As the court had declared void the Tamil Nadu Regulation of Jallikattu Act, 2009, which referred 

to the “taming of bulls”, the framers of the 2017 law defined jallikattu as “an event involving 

bulls conducted with a view to follow tradition and culture”.  

 On hearing petitions against the latest law, the court had sought to address the questions of 

whether jallikattu should be granted constitutional protection as a collective cultural right under 

Article 29 (1); and whether the 2017 law and rules “perpetuate cruelty to animals” or were a 

means to ensure “the survival and well-being of the native breeds of bulls”. 

  In a democracy, no one can overlook the cultural sensitivity of the people. Six years ago, the 

perception that those in power, both at the Centre and in the State, did not respect this factor 

gained ground, compelling the Union and the State governments to come up with a State-specific 

amendment to the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, a Central law.  

 The amendment, allowing the event subject to rules and regulations, had ended the crisis that had 

engulfed the State then in the wake of a huge assembly of people on the Marina Beach for days 

together. But the revised law, by itself, could not ensure that no human lives were lost, let alone 

prevent instances of torture to the animal.  
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 There is a need to reinforce stricter enforcement of regulations. Also, the bureaucracy should 

sensitise local communities to the need for the safe and smooth conduct of jallikattu. Every 

traditional practice undergoes changes over time and jallikattu is no exception to this rule. This 

message should be conveyed forcefully to all the stakeholders. 
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